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Stay Connected!
Please make sure we have your 
updated email address so we can send 
you information for our 2011 events. 
Also, please ensure we have your 
current mailing address at all times. 
To update your information visit  
www.stclairalumni.com

Healthplex- World Class Facility
St. Clair College is looking 
forward to adding two state-
of-the-art fi tness, athletics and 
recreation facilities to both 
the Windsor and Chatham 
campuses.  � e $23 million 
campaign is an important 
part of the campuses 
community development 
plan.  � e facility will enhance St. Clair’s image as a world-class post secondary educational 
institution. � is will further assist the community in attracting new residents to the area 
and help the college recruit new students.  It will also create a long-awaited academic and 
recreational space to support healthy and balanced lifestyles.  In addition, it will provide 
expanded opportunities for the academic, athletic, recreation and extra-curricular programs 
for our students. Chatham’s Healthplex construction is well on its way. Please consider your 
particpation in donating to these worthwhile campaigns. Contact the St. Clair College 
Foundation offi  ce at 519-972-2727 extension 4746 for details on how you can help.

Centre for Health 
Sciences Opening 
September 2011
By March 2011 St. Clair College will 
be fi nished construction of a brand 
new Health Sciences Centre.  � e $32 
million structure is located at the main 
campus and will be the largest building project in the college’s history.  � e three-storey building 
will house the collaborative and practical nursing, personal support worker, paramedic, Med 
Lab science, Med Lab technician, dental assisting, dental hygiene and pharmacy technician 
programs.  Eventually new programs such as sonography, cardiovascular, forensic science, 
dental materials technician and central supply room technician will join them, pending 
Board of Govenors and Ministry approval.  � e project received a $16 million grant from 
both federal and Ontario governments. 
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� e St. Clair College Alumni’s 
Association was thrilled to be a 
sponsor at the 2010 Windsor 
Bluesfest International.  � e 
event was held 
at the Riverfront 
Festival Plaza 
July 16 to 18 and 
featured both local 
and international 

artists.  � is year the stage was graced 
by crowd favourites such as Foghat, Tab 
Benoit, Gord Downie and � e Country 
of Miracles and Southside Johnny and 
the Asbury Jukes. � e Bluesfest serves 
up a little taste of everything – not only 
with their diverse food selection, but the 
unique music styling of each performer.  
� ose with Jazz tastes can fi nd some 
infl uences in many blues acts. Rock fans 
can identify with the Texas-style blues. 
Delta/Dobro guitarists and singers are 
reminiscent of folk or early country 
artists. Cajun/Creole/Zydeco music 
mixes African, French and Acadian 
cultures. Bluesfest International began 
in 1995 and ranks in the top ten blues 
festivals in North America. I was great 
meeting our alumni at our alumni table.

Alumni Sponsor the Bluesfest

Once again, St. Clair College boasted a 
large number of students enrolling for the 
2010-11 semesters.   In September the 
college’s total population of all campuses 
saw a 2 per cent increase to 
8,337 students compared 
to last years 8,204.  Last 
year St. Clair recorded the 
largest enrolment increase 
for a college in Ontario with a 20 per 
cent increase from 2008.  Signifi cant 
jumps were seen in various skilled trade 
programs, early childhood education, 

children and youth worker and interior 
design programs.  Including the 
journalism program, which doubled its 
fi rst year enrolment numbers thanks to 

the new Mediaplex 
building that opened 
in September.

Record Enrolment
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GREAT GIFT 

IDEA!
Custom framing by the 
alumni framing service.
519-972-2727 ext. 4567

Shores of Erie Wine Festival
� is year’s Shores of Erie Wine Festival prevailed once again despite some rainy weather 
conditions.  � ough the rain was pouring bottles of wine were too.  St. Clair College 
Alumni’s Association was pleased to sponsor the four-day event, which united thousands of 

wine enthusiasts.  
� is was the sixth annual festival on the beautiful banks of 
the Detroit River – Fort Malden National Historic Site of 
Canada in Amherstburg.  Over 50 vendors participated serving local food and wine, cooking 
demonstrations and wine seminars –all complimented by continuous live entertainment.  
Local musician Pat Robitaille opened the festival Sept. 9 and was followed by fellow 
Canadians Steven Page and Sloan.
� anks to all the alumni who stopped by our booth to say hello.

Raise-A-Reader
Over 40 per cent of adult Canadians 
have diffi  culty with basic skills such 
as reading and comprehension.  � e 
Postmedia Raise-a-Reader campaign 
was designed to increase awareness 
and raises money in support of family 
literacy programs throughout Canada 
– a campaign St. Clair College’s 
Alumni Association is proud to be a part of.  � e event was held in Windsor 
Sept. 29 and generated over $66,000 for family literacy in our community.  
� e program relies on volunteers, sponsorships 
and donations to help provide the fi nancial 
means and resources to support family literacy 
programs in Windsor and Essex County. 
� is annual campaign is co-ordinated by our 
partners at � e Windsor Star.

Alumni Community Events

“Barenaked” Thanksgiving
In the tradition of past open air concerts at the St. Clair College Amphitheatre, the 
college hosted its fi rst outdoor concert in more than 20 years.

On Saturday, October 9, St. Clair College hosted 
Barenaked Ladies for a very special benefi t concert 
at the South Campus. � e group performed many 
of their hits from their 6 top ten albums including 
“� e Old Apartment”, “If I Had $1,000,000”, and “One Week”. Local recording artist Jody 
Raff oul was the opening act for this memorable evening. 

� ousand of fans gathered in corporate tents, lawn chairs and on blankets to enjoy the 
music from the big stage in the sports fi elds. 
� e event raised funds for state-of-the-art medical equipment to be utilized by students in 
the new St. Clair College Health Sciences Building which will open in 2011. 

Watch the alumni website for information about another concert coming in 2011.
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While attending St. Clair College in the Law & Security program 
Dan was able to secure a summer position as a Customs 
Inspector which gave him the applied knowledge to help him 
fi nish his fi nal year at the College and also launch his career. 

Immediately following graduation Dan was hired as a full time Customs Inspector with the 
Windsor Tunnel and Bridge.  Dan was soon promoted and spent the next 9 years of his career 
working in different capacities for the Canadian Border Services Agency.  This included 
working closely with the RCMP and other Canadian enforcement agencies.  Dan worked with 
these agencies in identifying smuggling routes of criminal organizations that were planning 
on traffi cking contraband, illegal immigrants and other dangerous materials into Canada.  

In 2001 Dan was promoted to Chief of Intelligence Operations for the Ambassador Bridge 
and shortly after that was promoted again as the District Director of the Ambassador Bridge 
and in 2009 became the District Director of the Tunnel.  In these capacities Dan worked 
closely with Canadian enforcement agencies, Homeland Security and the US Customs and 
Immigration Services in the enforcement of high risk people and contraband, preventing their 
entry into Canada. 

Dan is currently the Director of Intelligence and Field Support for the Canadian Border 
Services Agency.  In this position he coordinates the intelligence activities of fi eld and 
international operations for the delivery of the appropriate program to organizations and 
agencies involved in the entry of illegal immigrants and national security issues. 

Dan was nominated for, and is the recipient of many Canadian Border Services Agency 
awards and has received multiple letters of commendation from U.S. and Canadian law 
enforcement organizations.

Dan is a family man, devoted to his wife, Kim, and their three children.

Debra Cooper Burger has worked in the health care sector 
for more than 30 years. Her experience spans all areas 
of the industry, including acute care nursing in hospital 
settings, occupational health nursing, case management and 

administration services in community and home care settings, as well as health care labour 
relations.

Debra was educated at both the Salvation Army Grace Hospital School of Nursing and St. Clair 
College. She was a member of the fi rst graduating class of nurses of St. Clair College after the 
Salvation Army School of Nursing closed.

Debra began her full time nursing career at Windsor’s Grace Hospital.  Debra is a Registered 
Nurse and holds a Master of Continuing Education degree from the University of Calgary.  In 
1981, she served as President of the Ontario Nurses Association.

Prior to moving to the Markham area, she was a member of the Central East LHIN Peterborough 
Collaborative; a panel member of the Peterborough Regional Health Centre Alternate Level of 
Care Assessment and Review; and a member of the Trent University Nursing Program Advisory 
Committee.  

Debra is an active volunteer and serves on the College of Nurses of Ontario’s Nursing 
Leadership Advisory Group.  She has also served as Chair of the College Compensation and 
Appointment Council. She served two terms on the Board of Governors of Fleming College, 
including one term as Chair.

Since 2009, she has been the President and CEO of the Unionville Home Society in the York 
Region. The Unionville Home Society has become a leading senior’s facility in Ontario. The Society 
provides a comprehensive range of quality care and special services to older adults and their 
families. Debra and her husband Michael have two sons. 

Errol grew up in Windsor and like many Windsor residents, he 
loved the Tigers, Red Wings, Pistons, Lions, Wolverines and the 
Windsor Spitfi res. This love of sports very clearly overlaps onto 

his approach to business as he continually reinforces the ideas of teamwork and working 
together within the entire Broadcast Sales Group.

Errol studied at the University of Windsor and after graduation he then enrolled at St. Clair 
College where he earned his Business Advertising diploma in 1985.  

Errol started with the Leo Burnett Advertising Agency as a part time employee while he was 
in his fi nal semester of studies at St. Clair College.  This then evolved into the start of Errol’s 
career in the advertising industry.  He moved to Toronto in the early 1980’s to begin his new 
position with the Leo Burnett Advertising Agency as a media estimator and buyer.  

After a few years at Burnett, Errol moved on to CBC to become a Marketing Analyst.  From 
there he took a position as a Sales Representative for various stations including: CTV 
affi liates, independent stations, CityTV and the New VR. Errol moved to the CTV Television 
Network as an Account Executive.

When Baton Broadcasting merged with CTV, he was promoted to Group Director of National 
Sales as well as Group Director, Network Sales.

In 2001, Errol moved to Alliance Atlantis, where he was promoted to Executive Vice President 
in 2006.  In 2007, Errol was promoted to Executive Vice President, Broadcast Sales, for both 
the Canwest and Alliance Atlantis networks and merged both sales teams into one after 
Canwest took over Alliance Atlantis.  They broadcast a number of channels including the Food 
network, Showcase, IFC, Action, Mystery, History and National Geographic.

At the present time, he sits on the board of the Television Bureau of Canada (TVB) and the 
Broadcast Executive Society (BES).

Errol Da-Ré is married to Addie Gallop and they have two sons.

John grew up in Windsor with the mindset to be an engineer, 
as his father had been.  Realizing he also possessed a lively 
creative nature, he attended the University of Windsor and 

applied himself to Communication Studies.  After hearing about the Journalism courses 
offered at St. Clair College in his fi nal year from his professor, he decided to make the move.

Once graduated from Journalism at St. Clair, John left Windsor to work as a sportswriter in 
Timmins. Sports would also be his main beat working in Sudbury and then he was off to 
Toronto to work for The Toronto Sun.  

Now positioned to move up the ranks of The Sun and Sun Media, John took on the position of 
Associate Sports Editor until 1999.  He then changed departments and began working on the 
entertainment side of The Toronto Sun as its Executive Entertainment Editor.  In 2006, John 
became the National Entertainment Editor for all of Sun Media.

Along the way, John still yearned to do more as a writer so in 1994, he authored “Natural 
Enemies: The Notre Dame-Michigan Football Feud”.  Readers don’t have to be Michigan or 
Notre Dame Football fans to enjoy this book. John does a riveting job of describing the history 
of one of U.S. College Football’s greatest rivalries……and the famous personalities involved 
in it.  John begins at the genesis: the very fi rst game between the schools in the late 19th 
Century, and he recreates that era through an imaginative use of magazine and newspaper 
accounts of the time. 

John has been an award winning journalist and design award recipient and enjoys being a 
husband to Melinda and father to his four children.



1992
Andrew Faas
Business – Marketing, 1972 *

1993

Dr. Lynne Sibley
Secretarial Science – Executive, 1970

1994

Lex Parker
Motive Power Technician, 1973

1995

Glenn Hornick
Business – Accounting, 1971

1996

Gerry Pelletier
Business – Accounting, 1976

1997

Dennis Hill
Electrical / Electronics Engineering, 1971

Dr. Ken Schneider
Medical Laboratory Technology, 1980 *

John Smith
Business – Marketing, 1972

1998

Bruce Baumann
Business – Advertising, 1981

Robert Lawless
Chemical Engineering Technology, 1968

Patrick Soulliere
Business – Accounting, 1978

1999

Jacqueline McCreary
Nursing, 1974

Herbert Stammler
Mechanical Eng Technology, 1966

Dr. Rebecca Ward
Developmental Services Worker-Thames, 1977

2000

Walter Fox
Business Administration – Accounting, 1972

Timothy Kane
Business – Advertising, 1979

Hazel McDonald
Nursing, 1977 *

Ron Wingelaar
Plastics Technician, 1977

2001

Alan Buterbaugh
Business – Advertising, 1986

Bill Carter
Business, 1970

Guy Diponio
Industrial Engineering Technology, 1968

Dr. Sheila Horen
Medical Laboratory Technology, 1984

2002

Paul Allsop
Chemical Engineering Technology, 1965

Paulah Dauns
Mental Retardation Counsellor, 1974

Elaine Maloney
Pharmacy Assistant, 1979

Dr. Francis Ogunsakin
Business Administration – Accounting, 1982

2003

Glen Angus
Commercial Art, 1994

Dr. Laura Arbour
Nursing, 1976

Kent Billinghurst
Early Childhood Education, 1992

Cal Haddad
Business Administration – Marketing, 1968

Real Tanguay
Electrical / Electronics Engineering, 1972

2004

Kay Douglas
Business – Advertising, 1992

Mary Jo Haddad
Nursing, 1976 *

David Heyens
Business Administration – Marketing, 1981

Gerry Lesa
Electrical / Electronics Engineering, 1965

Lynn Martin
Business – Advertising, 1977

2005

Joe DiGiorgio
Business – Advertising, 1980

John Hall
Food Processing Technology, 1970

Dr. Shelley Lalani
Dental Assistant & Dental Hygiene, 1980 & 1983

Guy Parent
Security Administration, 1975

James Petrozzi
Mechanical Engineering, 1970

2006

Michael Burns
Child and Youth Worker, 1980

Diane Gagner
Offi ce Administration – Legal, 1974

Jason Newhook
Electrical Engineering Technology, 1993

Christopher Popowich
Lighting & Sound, 1975

Dr. Lawrence Schmidt
Medical Laboratory Technology, 1973

2007

Roy Conliffe
Industrial Engineering, 1972

Lu-Ann Cowell
Developmental Services Worker, 1975

Mike Gibb
Journalism, 1998

Frank Moceri
Business – Accounting, 1980

Lynda Monik
Nursing, 1980

Cheryl Rettig
Journalism, 2006

2008

Nancy Berthiaume
Nursing, 1987

Roseann Danese
Journalism, 1983

Jason Campigotto, Viki Butzer,
Blake Chamberlain

Architectural Technology, 2005

Rick Farrow
Business Administration, 1972

Gina Liovas
Early Childhood Education, 1987

Raymond Payne
Electrical Engineering, 1968

2009

Nick Brancaccio
Journalism, 1981

Anita Harris
Nursing, 1975

Ed Marocko
Law & Security, 1989

Edward Pillon
Mechanical Engineering, 1967

Rocco Tullio
Business, 1988

*Notes Premier Award winner
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As one of our youngest honourees, Billy grew up loving 
computers during his high school days.  Billy graduated from 

computer networking at St. Clair College winning the Student Leadership Award during 
his fi nal year at St. Clair, only to go on to land what would turn out to be the job of his 
dreams. 

Billy began his working career in 2008 when he joined the Information Technology 
team at Motor City Casino and Hotel in Detroit, Michigan.  Motor City Casino is owned 
by Marion Illitch of the Illitch family who also owns Little Caesars Pizza, the Detroit Red 
Wings and the Detroit Tigers.

Billy began turning heads property-wide from the very beginning although he was fresh 
out of college.  Today, Billy is the “go to” guy for virtually every IT related issue at the 
Motor City Hotel and Casino.   He has the ability to troubleshoot all systems, using his 
resources with great diligence. 

In June 2010, Billy won the Employee of the Year Award beating out over 3,000 
employees at Motor City Casino Hotel.   This honour spotlights his leadership abilities and 
the level of skill and the positive attitude he brings to work every day.  Co-workers will 
acknowledge the respect he has earned and his upbeat demeanor that makes him easy 
to work with.  Even when Billy is not working, he’s always answering his phone, ready to 
help in any situation. 

Billy sits on the Metro Detroit United Way and Helping Hand Committees and shares his 
success with his parents and brother.

Peter was brought up on a farm in the Leamington area and 
worked hard to become a leading greenhouse operator in 

Canada.  He fi ne tuned his skills after graduating from the Mechanical Product Design 
Program at St. Clair College in 1991 and Nature Fresh Farms was established by Peter in 
2000. It is located on 150 acres of farmland at the corner of Hwy. 77 and Concession 7 
in Leamington.

Nature Fresh Farms operates one of the most technologically advanced greenhouse 
complexes in all of North America. In doing so, it employs modern Dutch technologies 
in all-natural growing operations.  The results are nutrient rich perfect peppers and 
cucumbers for the consumer market. The company’s advanced technologies also enable 
it to incorporate environmentally friendly practices, making the operation 100 per cent 
recyclable. 

For the fourth time in a decade, Nature Fresh Farms has achieved the opening of a new 
phase of operations. Completed in January 2010, Nature Fresh’s Phase 4 adds another 
31 growing acres to its 67 acre greenhouse complex, for a combined total of 98 growing 
acres.

Already the largest producer of Greenhouse bell peppers in North America, this new 
acreage of greenhouses focuses exclusively on producing Tomatoes on the Vine, Cluster 
Tomatoes and boasts a shipment of 3 million boxes of tomatoes and peppers combined 
to ship in 2010.

Nature Fresh Farms and its sister company, South Essex Fabricating, continue to lead 
the way in innovation, technology and distribution.  As well, Nature Fresh Farms also 
participates in a major produce donation program for local food banks and for similar 
facilities across Ontario.

Peter has four children, two that work with him in the business.
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� e St. Clair College Alumni Association was pleased to have fi ve of their own honoured at 
the 2010 Premier Awards for Outstanding Colleges Graduates held at the Sheraton Centre 
Nov. 22.  Among those honoured were our 2009 Alumni of Distinction, Nick Brancaccio, 
journalism graduate of 1981, who now works as a photojournalist for the Windsor Star.  
Anita Harris, nursing graduate of 1975, who is now vice president 
of clinical aff airs and chief privacy offi  cer of Hotel-Dieu Grace 
Hospital.  Edward Marocko, law and security graduate of 1989, 
who now serves as staff  sergeant of the Leamington Police Services.  
Edward Pillon, mechanical engineering graduate of 1967, who is 
now fi re chief of Essex and Rocco Tullio, business graduate of 1988, 
who is now chief executive offi  cer and owner of Rock Developments.  
� e Premier’s Awards for Ontario College Graduates celebrate the 
outstanding contributions college graduates make to Ontario and 
throughout the world. Nominations are submitted from each of 
Ontario’s 24 colleges in six categories: Business, Creative Arts and 
Design, Community Services, Health Sciences, Technology and 
Recent Graduate.

Premier Awards

Varsity Day 
For the fi rst year ever St. 
Clair College was pleased to 
hold a St. Clair Varsity Day.  

� e event was held Dec. 4 
at St. Clair’s south campus.  
� e St. Clair Alumni 
Association came out to 
support St. Clair athletes – 
a fi rst of many promising 
partnerships between 
the alumni and varsity 
teams. � e alumni gave 
out free hot dogs, pop and chips along with free athletic swag.  A 
series of basketball and volleyball games were held beginning at 
1 p.m.  � ere was also a chance for one lucky alumni member to win 
a 50 inch plasma TV.

Alumni Golf
� e annual alumni golf 
tournament was held 
July 10 at the Kingsville 
Golf and Country Club.  
Over 128 golfers swung 
their clubs to raise money 
for this years charity, the 
Windsor Spitfi res’ 
Children’s Fund.  Tee 
time began at noon 
followed by dinner and 
prizes given out at the 
clubhouse. Get your 
foursome ready to join 
us on July 23, 2011.

Trades and Technology Centre
Construction of a new trades and technology centre is well underway at 
St. Clair College’s � ames Campus.  � e building will be constructed 
beside the existing campus and will be roughly the size of a National 
Hockey League ice rink at 18,000 square feet.  � e federal and provincial 
governments each contributed $2.2 million. � e building will house 
both existing and new programs such as power-line, sustainable energy, 
electrical and robotic technicians. � ere will also be construction and industrial electrician apprenticeship training programs 
off ered in this new building as well. � e building will be open for classes in September 2011.

Rocco, Anita, Ed, Edward and Nick in Toronto
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Our 3rd Annual Family Fun Day, Sunday, August 22nd 
was a great success!

Approximately two thousand people came by the college to enjoy this one-of-a-kind Alumni & Friends event. We 
enjoyed the clowns, dog show, kids’ activities, live entertainment, classic car show, barbecue, magicians, a 
meet & greet with some of the Windsor Spitfi re Hockey Players, free swimming and Windsor’s largest garage sale!

We will be hosting our 4th Annual Family Fun Day Sunday, August 21st, 2011.

� is year’s Western Ontario Institute of Technology Reunion was held Oct. 15th and 
16th at the St. Clair College South Campus.  � e organization of the reunion was a 
collaborative eff ort between the Retirees Association and St. Clair College.  � e WOIT 
was founded in 1958 and merged with St. Clair when the college was founded in 1966.
� e reunion was a huge success as there were approximately 160 people in 
attendance over the two day event.  A Welcome Reception on Friday evening 
was followed on Saturday by tours of the St. Clair Campus, golf and a great 
dinner and dance in the Hangar.
One of the highlights was the telephone tribute to former 
WOIT principal, Charlie Jackson who celebrated his 
90th birthday that day. He spoke to us from his London 
home, after the WOIT assembly sang Happy Birthday 
during part of the reunion dinner and dance. Each 
alumni who attended also received a liripipe presented 
by Dr. Stasser.

WOIT Reunion
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� e air is crisp, stores are decorated in red and green and festive music is everywhere you go. � e holiday season is 
just around the corner and you fi nd yourself searching for the perfect gift items. Well search no more! 
� is year, whether you’re looking for something for yourself or someone else, consider a home safety item. Give 
the gift of safety and ensure your loved ones enjoy peace of mind all year long. 

Johnson Insurance - Give The Gift of Safety

Fire Extinguisher – class ABC (multipurpose) 

Extra Smoke Alarm(s) 

Carbon Monoxide Detector 

Video Recorder and Blank Video(s)/DVD(s)
  - to record home contents

Electric Engraver – to mark home contents 

Thermostatically Controlled Deep Fat Fryer 

Metal Ash Bucket – for the fi replace/stove 

Automatic Light Timer 

‘Dusk to Dawn’ Automatic Nightlight or Switch 

Deadbolt lock(s) 

Fire Blanket

Battery Powered Flashlight

Battery Powered Radio

Childproof Door Handle or Cupboard Door Safety 
Latches 

Emergency Chain Escape Ladder 

Spare Batteries – for the smoke alarm, fl ashlight 
   and radio 

First Aid Kit 

Emergency supply kit – home and/or auto

Safety Outlet Covers – to protect kids from 
  electric shock

Stainless Steel Washer Hoses

Water Detection Alarms

Johnson Inc. extends best wishes 
to you and your family for a 

Happy Holiday Season and a safe New Year.

Members of St. Clair College Alumni Association interested in obtaining a home or auto insurance quote from Johnson Inc., 
please call toll free1-800-563-0677 or visit online atwww.johnson.ca/sccaa.

Alumni 

Special Ticket 

Pricing!

The St. Clair College Alumni 
Association presents 
3 Great Dinner Shows 
in our Skyline Ballroom.
Please contact the offi ce at 519-972-2727 
ext 4708 for your special priced tickets.

St. Clair

Alumni

presents…


